Sunday Readings

6th October 2024

Collect

Almighty ever-living God,

who in the abundance of your kindness

surpass the merits and the desires of those who
entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us

to pardon what conscience dreads

and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Genesis 2:18-24

The Lord God said, It is not good that the man should
be alone. I will make him a helpmate.’ So from the soil
the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts and all the
birds of heaven. These he brought to the man to see what
he would call them; each one was to bear the name the
man would give it. The man gave names to all the cattle,
all the birds of heaven and all the wild beasts. But no
helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the
Lord God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while
he slept, he took one of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh.
The Lord God built the rib he had taken from the man
into a woman, and brought her to the man. The man
exclaimed:

‘This at last is bone from my bones,
and flesh from my flesh!

This is to be called woman,

for this was taken from man.’

This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins
himself to his wife, and they become one body.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 127. R/.v.5

R/. May the Lord bless us all the days of our life.

O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!

By the labour of your hands you shall eat.

You will be happy and prosper. R/.

Your wife like a fruitful vine

in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. R/.

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem all the days of your life!
May you see your children’s children.
On Israel, peace! R/.

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 2:9-11

We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made
lower than the angels and is now crowned with glory
and splendour because he submitted to death; by God’s
grace he had to experience death for all mankind.

As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons
into glory, it was appropriate that God, for whom
everything exists and through whom everything exists,
should make perfect, through suffering, the leader who
would take them to their salvation. For the one who
sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of the
same stock; that is why he openly calls them brothers.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation cf.dn 17:17
Alleluia, alleluia!

Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mark 10:2-16
The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, Ts it
against the law for a man to divorce his wife?’ They were
testing him. He answered them, What did Moses
command you?’ ‘Moses allowed us’ they said ‘to draw
up a writ of dismissal and so to divorce.” Then Jesus
said to them, ‘It was because you were so unteachable
that he wrote this commandment for you. But from the
beginning of creation God made them male and female.
This is why a man must leave father and mother, and
the two become one body. They are no longer two,
therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united,
man must not divide.” Back in the house the disciples
questioned him again about this, and he said to them,
‘The man who divorces his wife and marries another is
guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman divorces
her husband and marries another she is guilty of
adultery too.’

People were bringing little children to him, for him to
touch them. The disciples turned them away, but when
Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let
the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it
is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I
tell you solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’
Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on
them and gave them his blessing.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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The gospels are clear _
that although Jesus
presented a certain
vision for human
relationships, including
within marriage, he did
not condemn those who [
fell short of that vision. [
All of us, married or
single, are called to love
one another as the Lord
has loved us, and we all &
fail in our response to [
that call. It is in those
moments of weakness
and failure that the §
second part of this
morning’s gospel has most to say to us, ‘anyone who
does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child
will not enter it.” We stand before the Lord with a
child-like heart, in our weakness and vulnerability, open
and receptive to the great gift of the Lord’s love that is
given to us unconditionally. It is that gift which
empowers us to keep reaching towards the goal, the
ideal, that Jesus puts before us all.

Prayer of the Week

A Prayer of St John Henry Newman

O Lord, support us all the day long,
until the shadows lengthen,
and the evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed,
and the fever of life is over,
and our work is done.
Then in your mercy,
grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest,
and peace at the last.
Amen.

Wednesday 9th October 2024
St John Henry Newman

John Henry Newman, the 19th-century’s most im-
portant English-speaking Catholic theologian, spent
the first half of his life as an Anglican and the
second half as a Roman Catholic. He was a priest,
popular preacher, writer, and eminent theologian in
both churches.

Born in London, England, he studied at Oxford’s
Trinity College, was a tutor at Oriel College, and for
17 years was vicar of the university church, St. Mary
the Virgin. He eventually published eight volumes
of Parochial and Plain Sermons as well as two novels.
His poem, “Dream of Gerontius,” was set to music
by Sir Edward Elgar.

After 1833, Newman was a prominent member of the
Oxford Movement, which emphasized the Church’s
debt to the Church Fathers and challenged any
tendency to consider truth as completely subjective.
Historical research made Newman suspect that the
Roman Catholic Church was in closest continuity
with the Church that Jesus established. In 1845, he
was received into full communion as a Catholic. Two
years later he was ordained a Catholic priest in
Rome and joined the Congregation of the Oratory,
founded three centuries earlier by Saint Philip Neri.
Returning to England, Newman founded Oratory
houses in Birmingham and London and for seven
years served as rector of the Catholic University of
Ireland.

Before Newman, Catholic theology tended to ignore
history, preferring instead to draw deductions from
first principles—much as plane geometry does. After
Newman, the lived experience of believers was recog-
nized as a key part of theological reflection.

Newman eventually wrote 40 books and 21,000
letters that survive. Most famous are his book-
length Essay on the Development of Christian
Doctrine, On Consulting the Faithful in Matters of
Doctrine, Apologia Pro Vita Sua—his spiritual autobi-
ography up to 1864—and Essay on the Grammar of
Assent. He accepted Vatican I's teaching on papal
infallibility while noting its limits, which many peo-
ple who favored that definition were reluctant to do.
When Newman was named a cardinal in 1879, he
took as his motto “Cor ad cor loquitur™—Heart
speaks to heart.” He was buried in Rednal 11 years
later. After his grave was exhumed in 2008, a new
tomb was prepared at the Oratory church in Bir-
mingham.

In 2010, Pope Benedict XVI beatified Newman in
London. Benedict noted Newman’s emphasis on the
vital place of revealed religion in civilized society, but
also praised his pastoral zeal for the sick, the poor,
the bereaved, and those in prison. Pope Francis
canonized Newman in October 2019.



