Sunday Readings

4th Qctober 2026

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me sing for my beloved

my love song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
He dug it and cleared it of stones,

and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it,

and hewed out a wine vat in it;

and he looked for it to yield grapes,

but it yielded wild grapes.

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of
Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard.

What more was there to do for my vineyard,

that I have not done in it?

When I looked for it to yield grapes,

why did it yield wild grapes?

And now I will tell you

what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge,

and it shall be devoured;

I will break down its wall,

and it shall be trampled down.
I will make it a waste;

it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts

is the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah

are his pleasant planting;

and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 79:9. 12-16. 19-20. R/.Is 5:7

R/. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of
Israel.

You brought a vine out of Egypt;
to plant it you drove out the nations.
It stretched out its branches to the sea,
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots.
R/.

Then why have you broken down its walls?
It is plucked by all who pass by.

It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field. R/.

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. R/.

And we shall never forsake you again;
give us life that we may call upon your name.
God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.
R/.

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul
to the Philippians 4:6-9

Brothers and Sisters: Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honourable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence,
if there is anything worthy of praise: think about these
things. What you have learned and received and heard
and seen in me — practise these things, and the God
of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-43

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to the chief priests and the
elders of the people, ‘Hear another parable. There was
a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put
a fence round it and dug a wine press in it and built
a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into
another country. When the season for fruit drew near,
he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit.
And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other
servants, more than at first. And they did the same
to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They
will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the
son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir. Come,
let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they
took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?’

They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and let out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.’

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the
Scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes”? Therefore I tell you,
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people producing its fruits.’

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Gospel from Saint Matthew. We can think that
these words are directed to others, but we
should also realize that the Gospel is always written
for us personally and directed to us personally. The
things that we find in the Scriptures are both general
and sometimes historical, but always written for our

lesus has really strong words today in the

personal conversion and daily struggle to be faithful.

Each one of us is the vineyard of the Lord. It is we
ourselves who keep the Lord out and do not allow
Him to transform us. We find so many excuses to
keep our lives for ourselves and not to seek God's
will in our lives. How often we find excuses to avoid
the demands of the Gospel!l How often we find ways
to make our lives easier and to avoid the Cross of the
Lord.

This truth about ourselves should not discourage us.
All we ever need to do is see the truth about ourselves
and ask God to pardon us and heal us - and God is
there for us.

This is our spiritual life: the following of Jesus. As we
follow Jesus, we find that we betray Him. Yet we
know His forgiveness.

The challenge is at the end of the Gospel: bear the
fruit of holiness! That means that if we strive to
remain in Christ and to renounce our sin, the fruits
of the Holy Spirit can finally be seen in us: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Let us strive for holiness
.and may the Lord Jesus Christ strengthen the Holy
Spirit within us to the glory of the Father.

Friday 9 October 2026

St John Henry Newman
(1801 - 1890)

Born in London in 1801, he
was for over twenty years an
Anglican  clergyman and
Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford.
His studies of the early
Church led him progressively
towards Catholicism, and in
1845 he embraced “the one
true fold of the Redeemer”. In
1847 he was ordained priest
and went on to found the
Oratory of St Philip Neri in
England. He was a prolific and
influential writer on a variety of subjects. In 1879 he
was created Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. Praised for his
humility, unstinting care of souls and contributions
to the intellectual life of the Church, he died in
Birmingham on 11 August 1890.

He was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI at a
ceremony in Birmingham on 19 September 2010 and
canonized by Pope Francis on 13 October 2019..

Prayer of the Week

A Prayer of St John Henry Newman

God has created me to do him some definite
service;
he has committed some work to me which he has
not committed to another. I have my mission — I
may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it
in the next.

I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection
between persons. He has not created me for
nothing. I shall do good. I shall do his work.
I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in
my own place while not intending it — if I do but
keep his Commandments.

Therefore I will trust him. Whatever, wherever I am,
I can never be thrown away.
If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him;
in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him;
if I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him.
He does nothing in vain.
He knows what he is about.
He may take away my friends.
He may throw me among strangers.
He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits
sink, hide my future from me - still he knows what
he is about.



