Sunday Readings

21st September 2025

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Amos 8:4-7

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring
the poor of the land to an end, saying, ‘When will
the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And
the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale, that
we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances, that we
may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair
of sandals, and sell the chaff of the wheat?’

The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: ‘Surely
I will never forget any of their deeds.’

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 112:1-2.4-8. R/. cf. vv.1.7

R/. Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.

Praise, O servants of the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord!
May the name of the Lord be blessed

both now and for evermore! R/.

High above all nations is the Lord,
above the heavens his glory.
Who is like the Lord, our God,
who has risen on high to his throne
yet stoops from the heights to look down,
to look down upon heaven and earth? R/.

From the dust he lifts up the lowly,

from the dungheap he raises the poor
to set him in the company of princes,

yes, with the princes of his people. R/.

SECOND READING

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy
2:1-8

Beloved: First of all, I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet
life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good,
and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Saviour,
who desires all people to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God,
and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a
ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
proper time.

For this I was appointed a preacher and an
Apostle — I am telling the truth, I am not lying — a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. I desire
then that in every place the men should pray, lifting
holy hands without anger or quarrelling.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

2 Corinthians 8:9
Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus Christ, though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor,
so that you by his poverty might become rich.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 16:1-13

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a
rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was wasting his
possessions. And he called him and said to him,
“What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the
account of your management, for you can no longer
be manager.” And the manager said to himself, “What
shall I do, since my master is taking the management
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I
am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do, so that
when I am removed from management, people may
receive me into their houses.” So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, “How
much do you owe my master?” He said, “A hundred
measures of oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, and
sit down quickly and write fifty.” Then he said to
another, “And how much do you owe?” He said, “A
hundred measures of wheat.” He said to him, “Take
your bill and write eighty.” The master commended
the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the
sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with
their own generation than the sons of light.” And I tell
you, make friends for yourselves by means of
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may
receive you into the eternal dwellings.

‘One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in
much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also
dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful
with the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you
the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with
that which is another’s, who will give you that which
is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money.’

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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by the master not for his dishonesty. On the

contrary, he is being fired for being wasteful
with the master’s property. But the steward is
praised because he was astute to realise a basic
truth about his future when he might not have
access to the kind of wealth which he could squan-
der around.

The so called dishonest steward is being praised

He said to himself, “Now that my master is taking
the stewardship from me, what am I to do? Dig? [ am
not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too
ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure
that when I am dismissed from office there will be
some to welcome me into their homes” (Lk 16: 3-4).
Here then is the crux of the story of today: the
steward could have very well asked the debtors to
give him part of the debt. After all, the master seems
to have no idea of the amount owed to him by his
debtors. The steward could have made some good
money out of it. But he plans to do something more
lasting: to use of the wealth to build something more
lasting — friendships. This is the beauty of his
realisation. He uses the present wealth to invest on
future relationships. A tragedy with a happy ending,
it seems! That is the paradox with the wealth of this
world! Jesus therefore takes the parable to a future
that is beyond this world. He concludes, “And so I
tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you
friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you,
they will welcome you into the tents of eternity” (Lk
16:9).

Prayer of the Week

Prayer to Our Lady of Walsingham
(whose Feast Day is on 24th September)

O Mary, recall the solemn moment when Jesus, your
divine Son, dying on the cross confided us to your
maternal care. You are our Mother; we desire ever to
remain your devout children. Let us therefore feel the

effects of your powerful intercession with Jesus Christ.

Make your name again glorious in this place, once
renowned throughout our land by your visits, favours
and many miracles.

Pray, O Holy Mother of God, for the conversion of
England, restoration of the sick, consolation for the

afflicted, repentance of sinners, peace to the departed.

O Blessed Mary, Mother of God, Our Lady of
Walsingham, intercede for us. Amen.

Saturday 27 September 2025

St Vincent de Paul (1581-1660)

- St. Vincent de Paul
. was born to a poor
. peasant family in
| the French village of
" Pouy on April 24,
; 1581. His first for-
‘ ' mal education was
| provided by the

. Franciscans. He did
¥ sowell, he was hired
to tutor the children
I of a nearby wealthy

i family. He used the

monies he earned
teaching to continue
his formal studies at
the University of
Toulouse where he
studied theology.

He was ordained in
1600 and remained
in Toulouse for a
time. In 1605, while
on a ship travelling from Marseilles to Narbonne, he
was captured, brought to Tunis and sold as a slave.
Two years later he and his master managed to escape
and both returned to France.

St. Vincent went to Avignon and later to Rome to
continue his studies. From that point forward he
spent his life preaching missions to and providing
relief to the poor.

This was at a time when there were not many priests
in France and what priests there were, were neither
well-formed nor faithful to their way of life. Vincent
helped reform the clergy and the manner in which
they were instructed and prepared for the priesthood.

He founded the Congregation of Priests of the Mis-
sion, commonly referred to now as the Vincentians
who remain with us today, with nearly 4,000 mem-
bers in 86 countries. In addition to his order of
Vincentian priests, St. Vincent cofounded the Daugh-
ters of Charity along with St. Louise de Marillac.
There are more than 18,000 Daughters today serving
the needs of the poor in 94 countries. He was eighty
years old when he died in Paris on September 27,
1660. He had "become the symbol of the successful
reform of the French Church". St. Vincent is some-
times referred to as "The Apostle of Charity" and "The
Father of the Poor".



