
Sunday Readings
10th August 2025

FIRST READING
A reading from the book of Wisdom                   18:6-9

That night of our liberation was made known
beforehand to our fathers, so that they might rejoice
in sure knowledge of the oaths in which they
trusted. The deliverance of the righteous and the
destruction of their enemies were expected by your
people. For by the same means by which you
punished our enemies you called us to yourself and
glorified us. For in secret the holy children of good
people offered sacrifices and with one accord agreed
to the divine law, that the saints would share alike
the same things, both blessings and dangers; and
already they were singing the praises of the fathers.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 32:1,12,18-20,22.  R/. v.12

R/.  Happy are the people the Lord has chosen
as his own.
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.
They are happy, whose God is the Lord,

the people he has chosen as his ownR/.
The Lord looks on those who revere him,

on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,

to keep them alive in famine. R/.
Our soul is waiting for the Lord.

The Lord is our help and our shield.
May your love be upon us, O Lord,

as we place all our hope in you. R/.

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter to the Hebrew 11:1-2. 8-19

Brothers and Sisters: Faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
For by it the people of old received their
commendation.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to
go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where
he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same
promise. For he was looking forward to the city that
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive,
even when she was past the age, since she
considered him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead,
were born descendants as many as the stars of
heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of
sand by the seashore.

These all died in faith, not having received the
things promised, but having seen them and greeted
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they

were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people
who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from
which they had gone out, they would have had
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared
for them a city.

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in
the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said,
‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.’ He
considered that God was able even to raise him from
the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did
receive him back.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 12:32-48
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Fear not,
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to
the needy. Provide yourselves with money bags that
do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that
does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth
destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.

‘Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps
burning, and be like men who are waiting for their
master to come home from the wedding feast, so that
they may open the door to him at once when he comes
and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the
master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to
you, he will dress himself for service, and have them
recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If
he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and
finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But
know this, that if the master of the house had known
at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have
left his house to be broken into. You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.’

Peter said, ‘Lord, are you telling this parable for us
or for all?’ And the Lord said, ‘Who then is the faithful
and wise manager, whom his master will set over his
household, to give them their portion of food at the
proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master
will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you,
he will set him over all his possessions. But if that
servant says to himself, “My master is delayed in
coming”, and begins to beat the male and female
servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, the
master of that servant will come on a day when he
does not expect him and at an hour he does not know,
and will cut in pieces and put him with the unfaithful.
And that servant who knew his master’s will but did
not get ready or act according to his will, will receive
a severe beating. But the one who did not know, and
did what deserved a beating, will receive a light
beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him
much will be required, and from him to whom they
entrusted much, they will demand the more.’

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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As Christians, we have been given a great deal -
a lot of it on trust. Our faith is given to us as a
treasure for heaven - but we don’t always

cherish it as one. We know that our lives - our gifts
- our families are all treasures - but, again, we don’t
always give them the respect and love they deserve.
One day, we will be called to account for how we have
looked after what we have been given. We will also
be asked how we have helped others.

Another way we Christians can prove that we are a
people of faith is to live every day as though we expect
Jesus to return. Jesus challenges his followers to be
always ready for his return, to live as if the end were
near: to build a true treasure, not fleeting wealth,
giving freely, being generous and living in the sight
of God at all times. The world often lulls us into
lethargy and comfort, and we forget that we are
people on a journey and this is not our permanent
home. We forget that we are living above all for the
life to come and that this world, as good and beautiful
as it is, is not our final destiny.

Today's Gospel urges us to be awake and on the
watch like servants awaiting the master's return
home from a wedding banquet. Watchfulness means
living in such a consistently moral and obedient way
that we are always ready to give an account to God
of how we have lived. Since no one knows when the
final judgment will happen, the wise person will
always be prepared for it.

Finally, we are called to be faithful servants. In
today's Gospel, we are given the promise that when
the master comes he will reward his faithful servants.
Actually, being a good and faithful servant requires
us to have a relationship with God based on trust
that his words are life-giving, that they are true. It
means to be open to his life-giving word. This is not
an empty phrase. Being open to God is essentially
about being a good host, waiting for him to arrive
and listening to what he says. This openness and
trust is one of the most fundamental elements of the
Christian life. We need to realize daily that we are
waiting for God. “Blessed is that servant whom his
master on arrival finds him doing so.” And this is the
Good News of today.

A Prayer of St Francis de Sales

My God, I give you this day. I offer you, now,
all of the good that I shall do and I promise to
accept, for love of you, all of the difficulty
that I shall meet. Help me to conduct myself
during this day in a manner pleasing to you.

Amen.

Tuesday 12 August 2025

St Jane Frances de Chantal
(1572 -1641)

Jeanne Frances Fremiot was born in Dijon, France
on January 18th, 1572, the daughter of the royalist
President of the Parliament of Burgundy. She
married the Baron de Chantal when she was 20 and
then lived in the feudal castle of Bourbilly. Baron de
Chantal was accidentally killed while out shooting in
1601. Left a widow at twenty-eight, with four
children, the broken-hearted baroness took a vow of
chastity. Chantal gained a reputation as an excellent
manager of the estates of her husband while also
providing alms and nursing care to needy neighbours.

During Lent in 1604,
Jeanne met Saint
Francis de Sales, the
bishop of Geneva who
was preaching at the
Sainte Chapelle in Dijon.
They became close
friends, and de Sales
became her spiritual
director. With his
support, and that of her

father and brother (the Archbishop of Bourges), and
after providing for her children, she left for Annecy,
to start the Congregation of the Visitation.

Her reputation for sanctity and sound management
resulted in many visits by (and donations from)
aristocratic women. The order had 13 houses by the
time de Sales died, and 86 before Jeanne herself died
at the Visitation Convent in Moulins, aged 69. St.
Vincent de Paul served as her spiritual director after
de Sales' death. She was buried in the Annecy
convent next to de Sales. The order had 164 houses
by 1767, when she was canonized.

The Word of God


