
Sunday Readings
20th July 2025

Collect
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your
commands.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING
A reading from the book of Genesis                18:1-10

In those days: The LORD appeared to Abraham by
the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent
in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, three men were standing in
front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the
tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the
earth and said, ‘O Lord, if I have found favour in
your sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest
yourselves under the tree, while I bring a morsel of
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after
that you may pass on — since you have come to
your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’
And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah
and said, ‘Quick! Three measures of fine flour!
Knead it, and make cakes.’ And Abraham ran to
the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave
it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. Then
he took curds and milk, and the calf that he had
prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by
them under the tree while they ate. They said to
him, ‘Where is Sarah your wife?’ And he said, ‘She
is in the tent.’ The LORD said, ‘I will surely return
to you about this time next year, and Sarah your
wife shall have a son.’

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 14:2-5.  R/. v.1

R/. The just will live in the presence of the
Lord

Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?
He who walks without fault;

he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart;
he who does not slander with his tongue. R/.

He who does no wrong to his brother,
who casts no slur on his neighbour,

who holds the godless in disdain,
but honours those who fear the Lord. R/.

He who keeps his pledge, come what may;
who takes no interest on a loan

and accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a man will stand firm for ever. R/.

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul
to the Colossians 1:24-

Brothers and Sisters: Now I rejoice in my sufferings
for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his
body — that is, the Church — of which I became a
minister according to the stewardship from God
that was given to me for you, to make the word of
God fully known — the mystery hidden for ages and
generations, but now revealed to his saints.

To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present
everyone mature in Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
cf.Ac16:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus entered a village. And a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet
and listened to his teaching. But Martha was
distracted with much serving. And she went up to him
and said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has
left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.’ But
the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and troubled about many things, but one
thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion,
which will not be taken away from her.’

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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That the incident in the house of Martha and
Mary should follow immediately after the parable
of the Good Samaritan suggests a possible

connection. One aspect of Christian living is
highlighted in the parable by the words ‘go and do
likewise’. Being a disciple is not about ideas, it is
about action. However, the Martha and Mary story
shows that sometimes the action can be misdirected
and undertaken in a way that makes us lose sight of
what really matters.

We have to be careful
here, because Jesus is
not telling Martha that
her work is not
important, nor is he
commending Mary for
doing nothing. He is
simply reminding his
followers that if we
want to serve him we
must first listen to him
— we need to be people
of prayer before we can
be people of action.
Otherwise our actions
can just be about us

and it is possible to do good things for all kinds of
bad reasons like,for example, our need to be needed
or our exaggerated belief in the importance of our
own contribution. Such behaviour can easily
undermine the message of the good news which must
always be about Jesus and his kingdom.

Reflection

‘The mystery is Christ among you.’ The word mystery
is sometimes used as a way of avoiding having to
work something out or even reflect on it.

Paul, however, never used it in that way. For him
Christ reveals the mystery of God, he does not hide
it and so if we want to know God we must try to
recognise the presence of Christ around us. As with
Abraham in the first reading God may be coming to
us as the one in need. If our hearts are not generous
and welcoming, how often have we turned God away
and in turn failed to experience the generosity he
wants to bestow on us?

Martha and Mary can also teach us something about
recognising the Christ among us. They remind us
that sometimes we need to ‘waste’ some time just
being attentive, listening prayerfully to his words.

A Prayer of St Anselm
Enlighten our minds, O God,
and purify our desires.
Correct our wanderings
and pardon our defects,
so that by your guidance
we may be preserved from making
shipwreck of our faith,
be kept in a good conscience,
and at length be landed
in the safe haven of eternal peace.  Amen.

Tuesday 22 July 2025

St Mary Magdalene
Mary of Magdala was healed of “seven devils” by Jesus.
She ministered to him in Galilee and was present at
his crucifixion.  She was in the group of women who
were the first to discover the empty tomb, and it was
to her that the risen Jesus first appeared.

The Western
tradition is
that Mary
Magdalene is
also “the
woman who
was a sinner”
and the
sister of
Martha and
Lazarus of
B e t h a n y .
There is no
e v i d e n c e

either way, and the tradition is tenuous enough for
even such authorities as St Ambrose to hold, with the
East, that they are three different people. It seems,
therefore, that although the Western tradition is to
be respected and is a real inspiration, it may not
necessarily be historical. This kind of ambiguity is
inevitable in a religion such as Christianity, which is
founded on definite historical events rather than
myths which can be adjusted into logicality. We need
not worry about it too much: if it had been harmful
to us to celebrate the tradition of heroic penitence,
the Holy Spirit would not have allowed it.

Even without the extra tradition, Mary Magdalene is
a unique and important character in the story of the
Resurrection, chosen by Christ as one of the first
witnesses of the event that changed the world.

The Word of God


