Sunday Readings

13th July 2025

Collect

O God, who show the light of your truth

to those who go astray, so that they may return to
the right path, give all who for the faith they
profess are accounted Christians

the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
30:10-14

Moses spoke to the people: ‘Obey the voice of the
LorD your God, keep his commandments and his
statutes that are written in this Book of the Law,
turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul.

‘For this commandment that I command you
today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. It
is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will
ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we
may hear it and do it?” Neither is it beyond the sea,
that you should say, “Who will go over the sea for
us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do
it?” But the word is very near you. It is in your
mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.’

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 68:14,17,30-31,33-34,36-37. R/. cf. v.33

R/. Seek the Lord, you who are poor, and your
hearts will revive.

This is my prayer to you,
my prayer for your favour.
In your great love, answer me, O God,
with your help that never fails:
Lord, answer, for your love is kind;
in your compassion, turn towards me. R/.

As for me in my poverty and pain
let your help, O God, lift me up.
I will praise God’s name with a song;
I will glorify him with thanksgiving. R/.

The poor when they see it will be glad
and God-seeking hearts will revive;
for the Lord listens to the needy
and does not spurn his servants in their
chains. R/.

For God will bring help to Zion
and rebuild the cities of Judah
and men shall dwell there in possession.
The sons of his servants shall inherit it;
those who love his name shall dwell there. R/.

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul

to the Colossians 1:15-20

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities — all things were created through him and
for him. And he is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. And he is the head of the body,
the Church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the

blood of his cross.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 10:25-37

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Behold, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus
to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the
Law? How do you read it?’ And he answered, ‘You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.’
And he said to him, You have answered correctly; do
this, and you will live.’

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus,
‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and
departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a
priest was going down that road, and when he saw
him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw
him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set
him on his own animal and brought him to an inn
and took care of him. And the next day he took out
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying,
“Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will
repay you when I come back.” Which of these three,
do you think, proved to be a neighbour to the man
who fell among the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who
showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, ‘You go,
and do likewise.’

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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. K. Chesterton was a journalist, a poet, a
Gnovelist, radio broadcaster, public debater,

and theologian. He once wrote that the
English secularised culture of his day retained, in
spite of everything, values which were deep-rooted
in Christianity. One such value must surely be that
of the good Samaritan. In fact it was in England that
the group called “The Samaritans” originated. The
enduring impact of Jesus’ parable of the “Good
Samaritan” is all the more extraordinary when we
remember that for the Jews the Samaritans were
anything but good. Instead they looked on them as
being despicable renegades from the Jewish faith.
They even accused Jesus himself of being a
Samaritan and possessed by a devil (Jn 8:48).

It’s worth considering the significance of the parable
for us here and now. Jesus used this story to bring
home to us in a dramatic way the most important,
the most all-embracing quality he requires of his
followers. The importance of the parable lies in its
context. It is the answer to a specific question — who
is my neighbour to whom I must show as much love
as to myself? The answer is brought home forcibly
to the Jewish lawyer who put the question. Everyone
without exception, even such as the despised
Samaritan, must be regarded as a neighbour.

We might wonder what the Samaritan had to gain
personally from his act of charity. The answer, in
material terms, is precisely nothing. The whole point
is that love which is really and truly love, is
disinterested. Indeed where is the merit in being good
only to friends, who will obviously reward you in
return, should the need arise? Christian love must
embrace everyone. Secondly, if you do not show love
to the neighbour whom you see, then no matter what
commandments you keep, what ritual sacrifices you
join in, as did the priest and Levite in the parable,
you become incapable of loving God, whom you
cannot see. This is something which St John
reiterates again and again. If you want to join in the
Eucharistic banquet and receive God’s Son into your
heart, then you must first cleanse your heart of all
hatred, bitterness, ill-will, because the God we
receive in this sacrament is love.

Tuesday 15 July 2025

St Bonaventure (1218 - 1274)

Bonaventure was born at Bagnoregio in Etruria in
about 1218. He became a Franciscan in 1243 and
studied philosophy and theology at the University of
Paris. He became a famous teacher and philosopher,
part of the extraordinary intellectual flowering of the
13th century. He was a friend and colleague of St
Thomas Aquinas.

At this time the friars were still a new and
revolutionary force in the Church, and their radical
embracing of poverty and rejection of institutional
structures raised suspicion and opposition from
many quarters. Bonaventure defended the
Franciscan Order and, after he was elected general
of the order in 1255, he ruled it with wisdom and
prudence. He is regarded as the second founder of
the Order.

He declined the archbishopric of York in 1265 but
was made cardinal bishop of Albano in 1273, dying
ayear later in 1274 at the Council of Lyons, at which
the Greek and Latin churches were (briefly) reconciled.

Bonaventure wrote extensively on philosophy and
theology, making a permanent mark on intellectual
history; but he always insisted that the simple and
uneducated could have a clearer knowledge of God
than the wise.

He was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1588 by
Pope Sixtus V.

Prayer of the Week

A Prayer of St Bonaventure to Our Lady

Virgin full of goodness,

Mother of Mercy,

I entrust to you my body and soul,
my thoughts, my actions,

my life and my death.

O my Queen, help me,

and deliver me from all the snares of the devil.
Obtain for me the grace

of loving my Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
with a true and perfect love,

and after him, O Mary,

to love you with all my heart

and above all things.

Amen.



