Sunday Readings
11 February 2018
Collect
O God, who teach us that you abide
in hearts that are just and true,
grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace
as to become a dwelling pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of Leviticus

13:1-2, 44-46

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or
scab or shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case
of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man
must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the
priests who are his sons.
‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must
declare him unclean; he is suffering from leprosy of
the head. A man infected with leprosy must wear his
clothing torn and his hair disordered; he must shield
his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, unclean.” As long
as the disease lasts he must be unclean; and
therefore he must live apart: he must live outside
the camp.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 31:1-2.5.11 R/. v.7
R/. You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill me with
the joy of salvation.
Happy the man whose offence is forgiven,
whose sin is remitted.
O happy the man to whom the Lord
imputes no guilt,
in whose spirit is no guile. R/.
But now I have acknowledged my sins;
my guilt I did not hide.
I said: ‘I will confess
my offence to the Lord.’
And you, Lord, have forgiven
the guilt of my sin. R/.
Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,
exult, you just!
O come, ring out your joy,
all you upright of heart. R/.

SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians
10: 31 - 11:1
Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you
do at all, do it for the glory of God. Never do anything
offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the
Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to everyone
at all times, not anxious for my own advantage but
for the advantage of everybody else, so that they may
be saved. Take me for your model, as I take Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

cf. Eph 1:17. 18

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the
eyes of our mind, so that we can see what hope his
call holds for us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mark 1:40-45

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If
you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry
for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched
him. ‘Of course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the
leprosy left him at once and he was cured. Jesus
immediately sent him away and sternly ordered him,
‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and show
yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your
healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of your
recovery.’ The man went away, but then started
talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere,
so that Jesus could no longer go openly into any town,
but had to stay outside in places where nobody lived.
Even so, people from all around would come to him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayer after Communion
Having fed upon these heavenly delights,
we pray, O Lord,
so that we may always long
for that food by which we truly live.
Through Christ our Lord.
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“If you want to, you can cure me.”
St Methodius (826? - 885)

D

o you seek the Lord Jesus with expectant
faith? No one who sought Jesus out was
refused his help. Even the untouchables and
the outcasts of Jewish society found help in him.
Unlike the people of Jesus' time who fled at the sight
of a leper, Jesus touched the leper who approached
him and he made him whole and clean. Why was this
so remarkable? Lepers were outcasts of society. Their
physical condition was terrible as they slowly lost
their limbs and withered away. They were not only
shunned but regarded as "already dead" even by their
relatives. The Jewish law forbade anyone from
touching or approaching a leper, lest ritual defilement
occur. This leper did something quite remarkable. He
approached Jesus confidently and humbly, expecting
that Jesus could and would heal him. Normally a
leper would be stoned or at least warded off if he tried
to come near a rabbi. Jesus not only grants the man
his request, but he demonstrates the personal love,
compassion, and tenderness of God in his physical
touch.

He was born in Thessalonica. With his brother Cyril
he went to Moravia to preach the faith. They
translated liturgical texts into the Slavonic language
and invented the Glagolithic and possibly also the
Cyrillic alphabet. After his brother’s death he went to
Pannonia, where he was assiduous in the work of
evangelization. In the complicated international
politics of the time he suffered much from attacks by
his enemies, but he was always supported by the
Popes. He died on 6 April 885.
St Cyril (827? - 869)
He was born in Thessalonica and was educated in
Constantinople. With his brother Methodius he went
to Moravia to preach the faith. They translated
liturgical texts into the Slavonic language and
invented the Glagolithic and possibly also the Cyrillic
alphabet. They were called back to Rome, where Cyril
died on 14 February 869.

The medical knowledge of his day would have
regarded such contact as grave risk for incurring
infection. Jesus met the man's misery with
compassion and tender kindness. He communicated
the love and mercy of God in a sign that spoke more
eloquently than words. How do you approach the
untouchables and outcasts, and those you find
difficult to love? Do you offer them mercy and help
as Jesus did? The Lord is always ready to show us
his mercy and to free us from whatever makes us
unclean.
Lord, inflame my heart with your love and make me
clean. May I never cease to tell others of your love
and mercy.

Prayer of the Week
A Prayer for Increased Faith
Increase in us, Lord, the faith you have given us,
and bring to a harvest worthy of heaven
the praise we offer you at the beginning of this
new day. We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

