Sunday Readings
10th June 2018
FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of Genesis

3:9-15

The Lord God called to the man after he had eaten
of the tree. ‘Where are you?’ he asked. ‘I heard the
sound of you in the garden;’ he replied ‘I was afraid
because I was naked, so I hid.’ ‘Who told you that
you were naked?’ he asked ‘Have you been eating
of the tree I forbade you to eat?’ The man replied,
‘It was the woman you put with me; she gave me the
fruit, and I ate it.’ Then the Lord God asked the
woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ The woman
replied, ‘The serpent tempted me and I ate.’
Then the Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because
you have done this,
‘Be accursed beyond all cattle,
all wild beasts.
You shall crawl on your belly and eat dust
every day of your life.
I will make you enemies of each other:
you and the woman,
your offspring and her offspring.
It will crush your head
and you will strike its heel.’
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 129:1-8 . R/. v.7
R/. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness
of redemption.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleading. R/.
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?
But with you is found forgiveness:
for this we revere you. R/.
My soul is waiting for the Lord.
I count on his word.
My soul is longing for the Lord
more than watchman for daybreak. R/.
Because with the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed he will redeem
from all its iniquity. R/.

SECOND READING
A reading from the second letter
of St Paul to the Corinthians

4:13-5:1

As we have the same spirit of faith that is mentioned
in scripture – I believed, and therefore I spoke – we
too believe and therefore we too speak, knowing
that he who raised the Lord Jesus to life will raise
us with Jesus in our turn, and put us by his side

and you with us. You see, all this is for your benefit,
so that the more grace is multiplied among people,
the more thanksgiving there will be, to the glory of
God.
That is why there is no weakening on our part, and
instead, though this outer man of ours may be falling
into decay, the inner man is renewed day by day. Yes,
the troubles which are soon over, though they weigh
little, train us for the carrying of a weight of eternal
glory which is out of all proportion to them. And so
we have no eyes for things that are visible, but only
for things that are invisible; for visible things last only
for a time, and the invisible things are eternal.
For we know that when the tent that we live in on
earth is folded up, there is a house built by God for
us, an everlasting home not made by human hands,
in the heavens.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn14:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mark 3:20-35

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus went home with his disciples, and such a crowd
collected that they could not even have a meal. When
his relatives heard of this, they set out to take charge
of him, convinced he was out of his mind.
The scribes who had come down from Jerusalem
were saying, ‘Beelzebul is in him’ and, ‘It is through
the prince of devils that he casts devils out.’ So he
called them to him and spoke to them in parables,
‘How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot last. And if a
household is divided against itself, that household
can never stand. Now if Satan has rebelled against
himself and is divided, he cannot stand either – it is
the end of him. But no one can make his way into a
strong man’s house and burgle his property unless
he has tied up the strong man first. Only then can he
burgle his house.
‘I tell you solemnly, all men’s sins will be forgiven,
and all their blasphemies; but let anyone blaspheme
against the Holy Spirit and he will never have
forgiveness: he is guilty of an eternal sin.’ This was
because they were saying, ‘An unclean spirit is in him.’
His mother and brothers now arrived and, standing
outside, sent in a message asking for him. A crowd
was sitting round him at the time the message was
passed to him, ‘Your mother and brothers and sisters
are outside asking for you.’ He replied, ‘Who are my
mother and my brothers?’ And looking round at those
sitting in a circle about him, he said, ‘Here are my
mother and my brothers. Anyone who does the will of
God, that person is my brother and sister and mother.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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The word of God
From the beginning of his ministry, as told by St.
Mark, Jesus has been dealing with divided houses
and kingdoms. He has cast out demons, healed
Peter’s mother in law, cleansed a leper, and caused
a paralytic to walk. The houses and kingdoms of
these people are divided. The strong man has invaded
their homes. Their lives are not their own. They live
with inner conflict and turmoil. They have been
separated from their community and all that gave
them security and identity. Their outer conditions of
illness, paralysis, and possession point to the inner
conflict; the battle between health and disease, not
just physically but, more importantly, spiritually.
That battle and interior conflict has been around
since Adam and Eve separated themselves from God
and hid amongst the trees of the garden. It is seen
in Israel wanting a king so it can be like all the other
nations; forgetting that it has a unique calling, that
it is to be different from other nations, that it is
through Israel, the people of God, that God will act
for the benefit of all people.
Jesus always stands before us as the image of unity,
wholeness, integration. He is the stronger one. He
does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. He puts
our lives and houses back in order. Jesus offers a
different image of what life might look like. He does
so by revealing the division in our lives, the houses
that cannot stand, and the crumbling of our kingdoms.
Even when it is for our own good, with the offer of
new life and intended for wholeness, that’s a hard
place to be. It means that one way or another change
of some sort is coming. Most of us don’t like that. It
can be frightening.
“He has gone out of his mind,” the people say. The
religious authorities accuse him of allegiance to
Beelzebul, the ruler of demons. They project onto
Jesus their own interior conflict and division. They
have declared that which is holy, sacred, and
beautiful to be unclean, dirty, and bereft of God.
Their accusations say more about themselves than
Jesus. Their accusations reveal the depth of the
conflict and division within them. Their accusations
are a way of avoiding themselves.
It’s hard to look at the division and inner conflict
within our lives. The beginning of wholeness, however,
is acknowledging our brokenness. There are all sorts
of forces, things, events, sometimes even people by
which our lives are broken and through which we
are separated from God, others, and our self. Christ
is stronger than anything that fragments our lives.
He binds the forces that divide, heals the wounds
that separate, and re-fashions pieces into a new
whole. There is nothing about your life or my life that
cannot be put back together by the love God in Christ.

Saint of the Week
Wednesday 13 June 2018
St Anthony of Padua (1195-1231)
Saint Anthony was first of
all an Augustinian monk,
but he was so impressed
by the martyrdom of five
Franciscans who had
been spreading the faith
in Morocco that he
became a Franciscan friar
himself, so that he could
preach the gospel in
Africa too. Illness obliged
him to leave Morocco, and
a storm then drove his
ship to Sicily, so that he
found himself taking part
in the General Chapter of
the Franciscans in 1221, where he met Saint Francis
of Assisi himself. His preaching career then took him
to northern Italy and southern France, then a
stronghold of the Albigensian heresy. Later he
returned to Italy, to Padua, where he was an
outstanding preacher and the first Franciscan
theologian. His sermons are full of gentleness, but he
reproved the wicked with fearless severity – especially
backsliding clergy and the oppressors of the weak.
His shrine is a centre of pilgrimage, and he is also
the patron saint of the lost and found.

Prayer of the Week
A Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
Feast Day - 16th June

Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits thou hast given me,
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
and follow thee more nearly, day by day.
Amen.

