Sunday Readings
28th

Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
increase our faith, hope and charity,
and make us love what you command,
so that we may merit what you promise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING
The Lord says this:
Shout with joy for Jacob!
Hail the chief of nations!
Proclaim! Praise! Shout:
‘The Lord has saved his people,
the remnant of Israel!’
See, I will bring them back
from the land of the North
and gather them from the far ends of earth;
all of them: the blind and the lame,
women with child, women in labour:
a great company returning here.
They had left in tears,
I will comfort them as I lead them back;
I will guide them to streams of water,
by a smooth path where they will not stumble.
For I am a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my first-born son.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 125. R/. v.3
R/. What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad.
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,
it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
on our lips there were songs. R/.
The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels
the Lord worked for them!’
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. R/.
Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. R/.
They go out, they go out, full of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves. R/.

5:1-6

Every high priest has been taken out of mankind and
is appointed to act for men in their relations with God,
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins; and so he can
sympathise with those who are ignorant or uncertain
because he too lives in the limitations of weakness. That
is why he has to make sin offerings for himself as well
as for the people. No one takes this honour on himself,
but each one is called by God, as Aaron was. Nor did
Christ give himself the glory of becoming high priest,
but he had it from the one who said to him: You are my
son, today I have become your father, and in another
text: You are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and
for ever.
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A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

31:7-9

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 8:12

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord, anyone who
follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mark 10:46-52

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd,
Bartimaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), a blind beggar,
was sitting at the side of the road. When he heard that
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout and to say,
‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.’ And many of them
scolded him and told him to keep quiet, but he only
shouted all the louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’
Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So they called
the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they said ‘get up; he is calling
you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he jumped up and went
to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want me to
do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to him ‘Master,
let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has
saved you.’ And immediately his sight returned and he
followed him along the road.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayer over the Offerings
Look, we pray, O Lord,
on the offerings we make to your majesty,
that whatever is done by us in your service
may be directed above all to your glory.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray,
perfect in us what lies within them,
that what we now celebrate in signs
we may one day possess in truth.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Word of God
“Bartimaeus ….. began to shout and to say, ‘Son of
David, Jesus, have pity on me.’”

M

ark’s story of Bartimaeus is a striking example
of a blind man’s faith in Jesus. Bartimaeus
refused to listen to the crowd when they
insisted he be quiet; he called out even more loudly in
his plea to be healed.
When Jesus responded to
Bartimaeus’s call and asked
him
to
come
forward,
Bartimaeus gave up his only
possession, his cloak, and
rushed forward to be healed.
One act of faith was enough
to change this blind man’s life.
Bartimaeus was not only
healed but then “followed him
on the way.”

This reading from Mark is appropriate for all of us who
need a strong faith to believe that the troubles we are
experiencing in our society will be healed if we continue
to plead our case for God’s assistance. Hebrews, the
second reading of the day, concludes with the thought,
“Let us confidently approach the throne of grace to
receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.” If we
have the faith of a Bartimaeus, we will bear witness to
God’s grace in our lives.

Saints of the Week
Saturday 3rd November 2018
Saint Martin de Porres
(1579 - 1639)
He was born in Lima in Peru, the illegitimate son of
a Spanish nobleman and a black ex-slave. His
mother gave him a Christian education and he
became a pharmacist and a nurse. Despite his
father’s opposition he entered the Dominican Order
as a lay brother in 1603 and spent his life working
for the sick and the poor. Many people of all ranks
would come to him for advice. He had a great
devotion to the Holy Eucharist. He has been named
as a patron saint of those of mixed race.
St Winefride
Very little is known about her except that she lived
in the 6th or 7th century near Treffynon (Holywell)
in Clwyd in Wales. Various miraculous stories are
told about her, and her cult has been widespread
since the Middle Ages. Its main centres were
Shrewsbury, where her remains were enshrined in
1138, and the well at Holywell that sprang up where,
according to one version of her life, she was beheaded
and then restored to life by her uncle, St Beuno. The
well has remained a place of healing and pilgrimage
through the Reformation to the present day.

“Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.” (Psalm 105)

Prayer of the Week
A Prayer of St Aidan
Leave me alone with God as much as may be.
As the tide draws the waters close in upon the shore,
Make me an island, set apart,
alone with you, God, holy to you.
Then with the turning of the tide
prepare me to carry your presence to the busy world
beyond,
the world that rushes in on me
till the waters come again and fold me back to you.

