Sunday Readings

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

2:9-11

We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made
lower than the angels and is now crowned with glory
and splendour because he submitted to death; by God’s
grace he had to experience death for all mankind.

7th October 2018
Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
who in the abundance of your kindness
surpass the merits and the desires of those who
entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us
to pardon what conscience dreads
and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons
into glory, it was appropriate that God, for whom
everything exists and through whom everything exists,
should make perfect, through suffering, the leader who
would take them to their salvation. For the one who
sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of the
same stock; that is why he openly calls them brothers.

FIRST READING

Gospel Acclamation

A reading from the Book of Genesis

2:18-24

The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should
be alone. I will make him a helpmate.’ So from the soil
the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts and all the
birds of heaven. These he brought to the man to see what
he would call them; each one was to bear the name the
man would give it. The man gave names to all the cattle,
all the birds of heaven and all the wild beasts. But no
helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the
Lord God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while
he slept, he took one of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh.
The Lord God built the rib he had taken from the man
into a woman, and brought her to the man. The man
exclaimed:
‘This at last is bone from my bones,
and flesh from my flesh!
This is to be called woman,
for this was taken from man.’
This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins
himself to his wife, and they become one body.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 127. R/. v.5
R/. May the Lord bless us all the days of our life.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. R/.
Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. R/.
Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life!
May you see your children’s children
in a happy Jerusalem!
On Israel, peace! R/.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
cf. Jn 17:17

Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mark 10:2-16

The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it
against the law for a man to divorce his wife?’ They were
testing him. He answered them, ‘What did Moses
command you?’ ‘Moses allowed us’ they said ‘to draw
up a writ of dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then Jesus
said to them, ‘It was because you were so unteachable
that he wrote this commandment for you. But from the
beginning of creation God made them male and female.
This is why a man must leave father and mother, and
the two become one body. They are no longer two,
therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united,
man must not divide.’ Back in the house the disciples
questioned him again about this, and he said to them,
‘The man who divorces his wife and marries another is
guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman divorces
her husband and marries another she is guilty of
adultery too.’
People were bringing little children to him, for him to
touch them. The disciples turned them away, but when
Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let
the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it
is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I
tell you solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’
Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on
them and gave them his blessing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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The word of God

T

he gospels are clear
that although Jesus
presented a certain
vision
for
human
relationships, including
within marriage, he did
not condemn those who
fell short of that vision.
All of us, married or
single, are called to love
one another as the Lord
has loved us, and we all
fail in our response to
that call. It is in those
moments of weakness
and failure that the
second part of this
morning’s gospel has most to say to us, ‘anyone who
does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child
will not enter it.’ We stand before the Lord with a
child-like heart, in our weakness and vulnerability, open
and receptive to the great gift of the Lord’s love that is
given to us unconditionally. It is that gift which
empowers us to keep reaching towards the goal, the
ideal, that Jesus puts before us all.

Prayer of the Week
A Prayer of St John Henry Newman
The earth is fruitful
O Lord, support us all the day long,
until the shadows lengthen,
and the evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed,
and the fever of life is over,
and our work is done.
Then in your mercy,
grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest,
and peace at the last.
Amen.

saint of the Week
Wednesday 10 October 2018
St Paulinus (-644)
Paulinus

was a monk
from Rome
sent
to
England by
St Gregory
the Great in
601.
We
have an idea
of
his
appearance.
St
Bede
describes him as ‘tall, with a slight stoop, black hair,
a thin face, a slender aquiline nose, at once venerable
and awe-inspiring in appearance’. Though he worked
for nearly twenty-five years in Kent, almost nothing
is known about this period of his life save that he was
greatly respected. In 625 he played a large part in the
conversion of Northumberland which by then had
become the most powerful of the Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms, stretching from the Humber to the Firth of
Forth, and from the North Sea to the Pennines. He
accompanied Ethelburga (sister of the King of Kent)
when she went north to marry the pagan King Edwin
of Northumbria. On Easter Sunday 627 Edwin was
baptised along with ‘all the nobility and a large
number of humbler folk’ in a wooden chapel in York.
From this time onwards, Paulinus was able to make
a series of missionary journeys over the whole region,
converting and baptising huge numbers of people. He
ministered as far south as Lincoln, where he built a
stone church. The success of his ministry was given
recognition when he was appointed Archbishop of
York by Pope Honorius I in 632.
Almost at the same time, his work was cut short by
the death of King Edwin while fighting the pagan
leader, Cadwallon. Paulinus was persuaded to take
the widowed Queen Ethelburga and her children, by
sea, to safety in her native Kent. He himself spent the
remaining twelve years of his life as Bishop of
Rochester. He died there in 644.

